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Students and staff participated 

in the second annual Senior 

Sunrise. Students arrived 

before the sun was out and 

participated in games, music, 

breakfast and general 

comradery. Thank you to the 

leadership group and Monica 

who helped plan the event.  

Welcome Back 2021-2022 

 

Senior Sunrise 

 

Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year. We are glad that you are joining us, as we 
embark on an exciting year of teaching and learning at Pioneer academy.  
After the last year of functioning in a hybrid setting we are excited to return to 
five full days of in-person instruction in the building. Due to the ongoing impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic we will continue to implement mitigation measures as 
established by CCSD. This will include the requirement for all students to wear 
masks while indoors and on the buses and access to hand sanitizers. All visitors to 
our campus will also be required to wear masks. We will continue to update the 
mitigation measures as our Superintendent determines the changing needs to 
ensure that our staff and students’ safety and well-being are prioritized.  
 
This year we will renew our commitment to excellence in all that we do, as we 
seek to provide world class instruction daily with the expectation that all students 
can learn and succeed. We will continue to provide students with opportunities to 
address academic deficiencies, to make up missing credit, to be college or work 
force prepared, and to have the opportunity to participate in advanced academic 
classes. We will continue to implement initiatives to promote teaching and 
learning and to engage all our stakeholders in the process of educating our 
students. 
 
We are excited about all that this new school year has to offer and look forward 
to working collectively as a family to ensure that our students are provided with 
the best educational experience possible to be critical thinkers, responsible 
citizens, and prepared to be successful in their endeavors after high school.  
 
I look forward to building relationships with all stakeholders throughout this year 
and encourage you to become active members of the Panther family. It is going to 
be an amazing year.  
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Corner Counselors 

 As students return to school, so do many of the issues, problems and circumstances that surround students. This can be a 

very stressful time for students and add the effects of the nearby Dixie and Caldor fires and that COVID-19 is not going away 

any time soon, it is no wonder that many of our students are stressed. We are NOT back to normal yet. To help manage the 

stress take a moment for yourself and breathe deeply, think about the things and actions you have control over, create 

goals and talk to others about how you are feeling. Spending a few minutes on how you are feeling can go a long way to 

reduces stress and anxiety.  

In the future issues of this newsletter I will discuss tips about actions you can take to help alleviate stress. If there is a 

particular topic you would like to hear about, write me your thoughts at cjordan@Carson.k12.nv.us. 

Beginning, September 2, 2021, all Carson City School District students, parents, vendors, volunteers, visitors and guests, 
regardless of vaccination status, are required to wear face coverings when indoors and while on school buses. The new 
requirement comes in response to increased student exclusions from close contacts of some infected students in schools 
throughout the district. Pioneer was significantly impacted by this with a short period of very low attendance. 
 

Since the start of the school year, more than 500 students in the Carson City School District have been excluded from school for 
up to 10 days due to COVID-19 guidelines for Close Contact Tracing. 
 

“One of our greatest desires is to keep schools open where students can attend in-person,” said Richard Stokes, superintendent 
for the Carson City School District. “If students wear masks, it greatly decreases the number of students excluded from in-person 
learning because of ‘close contact’ and quarantine requirements.” 
 

The mask requirement will be set in place throughout the month of September. If the process results in fewer students excluded 
from school through close contact tracing, it is anticipated the facemask requirement may be lifted by Friday, October 1.  

COVID 19 Update! 

 

New, Pioneer Academy  

 
Pioneer has changed a bit over the summer. Pioneer high school has 

become Pioneer Academy. What has changed and what does that 

mean? Starting August 16th, Pioneer Academy is responsible for four 

different programs. Pioneer high school in seat, full time online high 

school, full time online middle school and full time online elementary 

school. Pioneer Academy is still a school choice option in the Carson 

City (CCSD) meaning any student living in the CCSD boundaries can 

choose to go in seat to either Carson High School or Pioneer High 

School. If a student would like to attend the online program they are 

required to complete and submit an application. Applicants are then 

reviewed then notified of acceptance. For the online application please 

visit our website link, https://pioneer.carsoncityschools.com. 

 

mailto:cjordan@Carson.k12.nv.us
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Announcements 

 

Pioneer Academy senior Keegan Castberg continues to excel despite current and 

past hardships. Though COVID 19 continues to change what “normal” is and 

challenges our students to succeed under ever changing rules, Keegan has 

learned how push through the difficult times. Losing his mother at an early age 

forced him to adapt to new conditions and with the support of his grandmother 

and his brother he found his inner strength to be a success when everything 

seemed to be conspiring against him. Keegan struggled at Carson High, then 

transferred to Pioneer high school. He developed strong relationships with his 

new teachers at Pioneer and he credits them for giving him an inspiration to learn 

again. 

Keegan, who spends his spare time at the gym or hiking around Lake Tahoe and 

Fallen Leaf or just listening to some good music, is finishing his senior year as a 

Jumpstart student taking courses at Western Nevada College. He plans to pursue 

a major in creative writing and minor in photography. His goal is to write 

screenplays and travel the world. We wish Keegan the best as he writes his own 

story of success. 

 

 

Senior Spotlight 

 

Pioneer Academy has a few new faces this year. Here is a quick 
introduction to our newest team members. 
 
Kerri Finn in not exactly new to pioneer however she is returning 
to us as our fulltime school Clinical Aid/EMT. Mrs. Finn previously 
worked at Fritch elementary school and Pioneer will be her new 
home base but from time to time she assists other schools around 
the district. 
. 
Jennifer Locke is our new Online Elementary School Teacher. She 
has 16 Years of Teaching Experience with her last position at the 
Carson City Montessori School in Carson City and she has also been 
an Instructor at WNC and Nevada State College. Mrs. Locke has a 
Bachelor of Elementary Education from UNR and a master's 
degree in Literacy from Eastern Washington University. 
 
Susie Maher is our new Para pro and Tutor. Mrs. Maher previously 
worked at Empire elementary school. 
 
Amy Strom joins our Secondary English department, teaching 
English 9 and she has 27 years of teaching experience, moving to 
Carson City from Virginia. Mrs. Strom earned a B. A. in English 
Secondary Ed from the University of Northern Colorado and a M. 
A. Educational Leadership from the University of Wyoming. 
 
We would like to welcome all our new staff to our Pioneer 
Academy family and invite you to take a moment to introduce 
yourself to each of them. 
 

New Faces Around Pioneer 

 

Amy Strom 
Susie Maher 

Kerri Finn Jennifer Locke 



 

 

 

  

 

 

    Counselor:  
    Cary Jordan 

775-283-1323 

cjordan@carson.k12.nv.us 

Social Worker:  
Danielle Langum 
          775-283-1326 

          dlangum@carson.k12.nv.us 

If you are having computer or other tech issues contact Mr. Lewis 

jlewis@carson.k12.nv.us or stop by the office and explain the issue. 

Tech Issues? 

 Photo day will be held on October 22nd. Packets and an online link to make a purchase will be available soon. 

 Breakfast and lunch are free and available to all students in the Panther café every school day. 

 Thank you to all those who purchased orders during the October Pink Panther Swag fundraiser. Items will be 

 shipped out soon. 

 All students, staff, and visitors are reminded to please wear your mask while on the Pioneer campus. 

 Volleyball Club will meet on Tuesdays and Fridays from 2:30 to 3:30 in the gym. 

 The PHS Roller Skating club will meet on Mondays and Wednesdays Fridays from 2:30 to 3:30 in the gym starting on 
November 1st. 

 Do you have a talent to share? Sign up for the first PHS Talent show on November 19th. Sign up form is in the office. 

 Seniors planning on attending WNC next fall, don’t forget to apply for the Nevada Promise scholarship at 
www.w nc.edu/promise. See Mr. Jordan for info and details. 
 
 
 

 

Speech and Debate 

 If you love to argue. If you love to get your viewpoint across to the rest of the 

world, then join the Speech and Debate team. Students travel and compete with 

other school around the Reno Tahoe region. You may even qualify for a state or 

national competition. If you are interested contact Ms. Shufelt for more specific 

information. The next Debate competition is on October 15th. 

Announcements 
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